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The Remonſtrance. 


d@FH E ( ommons in this preſent Par- 
liament aflembled, having with 
much carn:ſtaeſſe, and faithful. 
neſle of aff:ion, and zeal tothe 

—Y publike good of this Kingdom , 
and His Maj:ſties honour and ſervice for the 
ſpace of twelve moneths, wraſtled with the 
great dangers and fears, the preſſing mileries 
and calamities , the various diſtempers and 
diſorders, which had not only aſſaulted, bur 
even overyyhelmed and extinguiſh: the liber- 
ty, peace, and proſperity of this Ciagnn, the 
comfort and hopes of all His Mzjelties good 
SubkRs, and exceedingly weakned and un- 


dermined the foundation and ftrength of his 


A 2 own 
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own royall Throne, do yet finde an abound- 
ing malignity, and oppoſition in thoſe par- 
ties and factions, who have beenthe eaule of 
thoſe evills, and do ſtill labour to caſt aſper- 
ſions, upon that which hath been done, 
and to raile many. difhculties for the hinde. 
rance of that which remaines yer undone, 
and to foment Jealouſies* berwixt the King 
and the Parliament ; that ſo they may deprive 
him and his people. of the fruit of his ovwvn 
gracious intentions, and their humble delires 
of procuring the publike peace, ſafety, and 
happineſle of this Realm, For the preventing; 
of thoſe miſerable effefts which ſuch malici- 
ous endeavors may produce, We have thought 
good to declare, 


1, Theroot, and the growth of theſe miſchie- 
pots deſtones, 

2, The Maturity and ripeneſſe, to which they 
| bave attained before the beginning of the Parlia- 
ment, 
3. The effefuall means which haye been uſed 
for the exterpations of thoſe dangerous evils, and 
the Progreſſe which hath therein been made by His 


Majefties goodneſſe, and the wiſedome of the 
Parliament, 
4. The 
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4: The Wayes of obtrution and oppoſition, by 
Which that Progreſſe bath been interrupted. © 


5, The conrſes to be taken for the removiny 
thoſe obſtacles, and for the accompliſhing of our 
moſt dutifull and faichfull intentions , and endea- 
vours., of reſtoring and eſtabliſhing the ancient 
Honour, Greatneſſe, and Security of this (r0wn 
and Nation. 'The root of all this miſchief We 
finde-to be a malignant and pernitions deſigne of 
ſubverting the Fundamentall Lawes, and Prins 
ciples of Government , upon Which the Religion; 


| and Fuſtice of this Kingdom are firmly eſta- 

i bliſht. The Afors and Promotors hereof have 
been, TEN 

| 

[ 


| 1, The Feſuited Papiſts who hate the Laws, 
as the Obſtacles of that chanre and Subverſion of 
Religion, which they ſo much long for. 


| _ 2, The Biſhops , and the corrupt part of the 
(lergie, who cheriſh formality and ſuperſtition, 
a the naturall effefs, and more probable ſup. 
ports of their own Eccleftaſticall Tyranny, and 
Uſurpation, TIS OI 
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3. Such Councellors and Courtiers , as for 
private ends have engaged themſelves to further 
the intereſts of ſome forraign Princes oy States, 
| has prejudice of His Majeſty, and the State at 
| . 

The common Principles, by which they 
| moulded and governed all their particular 
Councells and aftions were theſe, 


Firſt, To maintain continuall differences and 
| diſcontents betwixt the King and the People, upon 
queſtions of Prerogative, and liberty, that ſo they 

might have the advantage of fideing with him, 

and under the Notions of Men addifted to his ſer. 
| cvice, gain to themſelves and their parties, the 
places of greateſt truſt and power in the King- 


dom, 


A Second, To ſuppreſſe the purity and power of 
| Religion, and ſuch perſons as were beſt affeFed 
| to it ; as being Contrary to their Opnends, and the 
greateſt impediment to that change, which they 
thought to introduce, 


A Third, To conjoyn thoſe parties of the King- 
dom, Wbich were moſt propitions to their own ends, 
G and 
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and to divide theſe who were moſt oppoſite, which 
confiſted in many particular obſervations to che. 
riſh the Arminian part in thoſe points , wherein 
they agree with the Papiſts, to maltiply and en- 
large the differences betwixt the common Prote- 
ftants , and thoſe whom they call Puritans, to 
introduce and countenance ſuch opinions and Cere- 
monies as are fitteſt for accommodation with *Po- 
pery,toencreaſe and maintain ignorance yoofenefſe, 
and propbaneneſſe in the people : That of thoſe 
three parties, Papiſts , Arminians and Libertines, 
they might compoſe a body fit to aft ſuch Counſells 
and reſolutions, as were moſt conducible to their 
own ends, 


A Fourth, To diſaffe# the King to Parlia- 
ments by flanders and falſe imputations, and by 
patting bim upon other wayes of ſupply, which in 
[hr and appearance were fuller of advantage , 
then the ordinary conrſe of Subſidies, though in 
truth they brought more fe then gain, both to 
the King and people, and have canſed the great. 
diftraftions under which we both ſuffer. - 


AS in all compounded bodies, the Opera- 
tions arequalified according to the predo- 


mitant Element ; 'So in this mixt party, the ; 
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Jeluited Councells being ' moſt ative, and 
prevailing, may calily be diſcovered to have 
bad the greateſt [way in all their determinati- 
ons, andit they be not prevented, are likely 
todevour the reft, orto turn them into their 
own nature. , | 
_ .In thebeginning of His Majeſties raign, the. 
partie begun to revive and flouriſh again, ha- 
ving been lomevvhart dampt by the breach 
with Spain in thelaſt yeer of King Zames, and 
by His Majelties marriage with France , the 
intereſts and Councells of that State, being 
not ſo contrary to the good of Religion, and 
the proſperity of this Kingdom, as thoſe of 
Spain, and the Papilts of England having been 
eyer more. addicted to Sparn , then France ; 
Yet they ſtil) retained a purpole, and reſolution. 
to weaken the Proteſtant patties in all parts, 
and even in France, whereby to make way, 
forthe change of Religion, which they in- 
tended at home. eh 

The firſt effe&t and evidence of their :reco-: 
very and ſtrength was, the dilldlution of the. 
Parliament at Gxford, after there had been gi- 
ven two. Subſidies to His Majeſtie; and be- 
fore they received rclie® in any one Grievance: 
many ocher moie milcrable cftes followed, 

| | ihe 
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The lefſe of the Rochel Fleet; by the help of 
our Shipping ſet forth and delivered over to. 
the French, in oppoliction tp the advice of Par- 
hament, which left that Town without de- 
fence by Sea, and made way not enly to the 
lofſe of that important place, - but likeyyile. 
to-thelofle of all the ſtrength, and: ſecurity of 
the Proteſtant Religion in; France. The diver- 
ting of His Majeſfies courſe of warres from 
the Weſt- Indies, which was the moſt facile 
and bopctull way for this Kingdom, to pre- 
vail againſt the Spaniard, to an expenſefull 
and ſucceflelefſe attempt upon (ales, which 
was {o ordered, as if'it had rather beenin- 
tended to make us weary of Warre, then to 
roſper in it, The precipitate breach which 
ox by taking their Ships to a great value, 
without making recompence to the Engliſh, 
whoſe goods were thereupon imbar'd, and 
confiſcate in that Kingdom. Thepeace with 
Spain without conſent of Parliament, | contra- 
' ry to the promile of King FZames., . to. both 
Houſes ; whereby the Palatine cauſe was di- 
ſerted and left to chargeable, and hopelcſle 
Treaties, which forthe moſt part were man- 
aged by thoſe who might juſtly be ſulpeed 

to be no friends to that cauſe, 
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The charging of the Kingdom wich Billet- 
ted Souldiers in all parts of it; aad that Con- 
comicant defigne 'of Gerniane: hotſe, that 
the Land might” either ſubmit vwith fear, or 
be enforced with rigour to ſuch Arbitrary 
Cotitributions,4s ſhould be required of them. 
The diffolvingief the Patliament in the e- 
cond yeer of His Majefties raign, after a De- 
claration of their ifitent ; to grant five Sub. 
OO PN Bi SOL IHIIGE Ur ow 
- The exacting of the like proportion of five 
Subſidies after the Parliament diſſolved, by 
Commaiſtion of Loan, and divers Gentlemen 
aid others imprifoncd for not yeilding to pay 
that Loan, whereby matiy of them contratt- 
edſuch ficknefles,as coft them theit lives:Great 
furmies of Money.required and raiſed by Pri- 
yy Seals, An unjult and pernicions attempr co 
excort great payments from the ſubje&, by 
way of Exciſe , and a Commiſhon iſſued un* 
der Seal:to that, purpoſe,” © The Petition” of 
Right, which vvas granted in full Parliament, 
blaſted with an illegall Declaration , to-make 
it deſttuCtive tor ſelf, tothe power of Parlia- 
ment, to the Liberty of the Subje&., and to 
thar purpoſe printed with ir; andthe Petition 
made 0i no ule, but to ſhew the bold and pre- 

| » ſumptuous 
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fumpmons injuſtice of ſuch Miniſters as durſb 
break the Lavvs, and ſuppreſſe the Liberties of 
the Kingdom, after they had been ſo lolen:aly 
and evidently declared, - 

-Another Parliament diſfolved, 4 (ar. the 
priviledge of Parliament broken , by impri- 
ſoning divers Members of the Houſe, detain- 
ing them cloſe priloners for many Months to- 
gether , without the liberty of uſing Books, 
Pen, Inke,or Paper , denying them all the com- 
forts of life, all means of prelervation of 
health,not permitring their wives to come un- 
to them, even in time of their ſicknefſe. And 
for the compleating of that cruelty, after yeers 
{ſpent in fuch miſerable durance , depriving 
them of the neceſſary means of Spirituall con- 
ſolation , not ſuffering them to go abroad to 
enjoy Gods Ordinances , in Gods Houſe , or 
Gods Miniftersto come to them,to adminiſter 
comfort untothem in their private Chambers: 
and to keep them ill in this oppreſſed condi- 
tion, not admitting them to be Bayled accord- 
ing to Law, yet vexing them with Informati- 
ons in in{eriour Courts, ſentencing and fining 
ſome of them for matters done in Parliaweor, 
and extorting the payments of thoſe Fines 
from them, enforcing others to put in ſecu- 
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rity of | aerthoniN \ beforethey could be 


releaſe 

_ The impriſonmentof the reſt which re- 
fuſed to be bound , till continued , which 
might haye been perpetuall, it neceſſity had 
nor, the laſt yeer, brought another Parliament 
torelieve them ; of whom, one died, by the 
cruelty and harſhneſle of his imprilſonmear, 
which would admit of no relaxation , not- 
withſtanding the imminent danger of his life, 
did ſufficiently appear by the declaration of 
his Phyſician: And his releaſe,or at leaſthis re- 
freſhment, was ſought by many humble Peti- 
tions. And his book ſtill cries either for venge- 
ance,or repentance of thoſe Miniſters of State, 
whoat once obſtrufed the courſe, both of his 
Majeſties Juſtice and Mercy, 

Upen the diſſolution of both theſe Parlia- 
ments , untrue and ſcandalous declarations 
publiſhed, to aſperſe their proceedings , and 
ſome of their Members,unjuſtly ro make them 
odious , and colour the violence which was 
uled-againft them. Proclamations ſet eur ro 
the ſamepurpoſe; andto the great dejetting 
of the hearts of the people, forbidding them, 
even to ſpeak of Parliaments, 

_ After the breach of the Parliament, iathe 
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fourth yeer of his Majeſty, Injuſtice, Oppreſli. 
on,and Violence, broke inuponus jules hoe as 
ny reſtraint or moderation ; & yet the firſt pro- 
jet, was thegreatſums exated thorow the 
whole Kingdom, for.default of Knight-hood, 
which ſcemed to have ſome colour and Tha- 
dow of aLaw;yert if it be rightly examined by 
that obfolete Law which was pretended for 
it,it would be found to be La all the rules, 
of Juſtice, both m reſpect ot. the perſons char. 
ged, the proportion of the Fines demanded, 
and the ablurd and unreaſonable manner of 
their proccedings. | 

Tonnage and Poundage hath been received 
without colour or pretence of Law : Many 
other heavy impoſttions continued againſt 
Law ; and ſome ſo. unreaſonable, that the 
ſumme of the charge, exceeds the value of 
the Goods, The Book of Rates lately inhan- 
{ed roa high proportion, and ſuch Merchants 
as would not ſubmit to their illegall and un- 
reaſonable payments, were vexed and oppreſ- 
ſed above mcaſure , and the ordinary courſe of 
Juſtice, the common Birth-right of the ſubject 
of Bnzland,wwholly obſtrufted unto them. And 
although all this was taken upon pretence of 
guarding the Seca, yeta nevy and: unheard of 
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Tax of Ship:money Was deviſed, upon the 
ſame pretence.' By both which, there was 
charged upon the ſubje& neer 700000 |, ſome 
yeers ; and yet the Merchants have been lefc ſo 
naked to the violence of 'the; Turkiſh Pyrars, 
that many gteat Ships of value, and thouſands 
of his Majeſtics ſubje&s have been taken by 
them, and do'ftill remain in miſerable fla- 
very. bet ts 
The enlargemeat of Forreſts, contrary to 
Charta de Foreſta, and the compoſition there. 
upon. The exa&tions of Coat and ConduRt- 
money, and divers other Military charges.The 
taking away the Arms of the Trayned Bands 
of divers Counties. The deſperate deſign of 
engrofling all the Gun-powder into one hand, 
keepingitin the Tower of London,and ſetting 
lo high a Rate upon it , that the poorer ſort 
were not able to-buy it , nor could any have 
it without Licenſe; thereby to leave the ſeve- 
rall parts of the Kingdom deſtitute of their ne- 
ceſſary defenſe , and by ſelling ſo dear that 
which was ſold,to make an unlawfull adyan- 
tage of it , to the great charge and de- 
triment of the ſubje&t , the generall de- 
ſtruction of the Kings Timber , eſpecially 
that inthe Forreſt of Dean , ſold to Papiſts, 

| Y which 
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which was thebeſt Store:houfe of this King- 
_ dom, for the maintenance'of our. Shipping. 
FThetaking away of mens righe; under colour 
of theKings title rs Land berween hiph and 
low Watet-Marks, The Monopolies of Sope, 
Salt; Wine; Lckther, Sex-Cols, and; it a mnan- 
nee; 6f all things of trioft conimion ati tiecet. 
ſary uſe; The reſtraint of the Libetties of the 
ſibje&tsir' their habitarion, ' Trades, and o- 
ther larers'ts, Their vexition-and oppreffion 
by Pufveyors!, Cletks of the Marker; 'and 
Sale-Peeter-then; The ſale of pretended Nu- 
Zarices;as Buildings in'4nd about London; -con- 
verſion of Arable into Paſtiire'; continuance 
6f Pattute, under the name bf Cepopulativn, 
Have dravvh many Millions out of the ſub- 
jects Purſes, without any confiderable profic 
ro his Majeſty. Largequantities of Common, 
4nd ſeverall' Grounds , have been taken from 
the ſubje& , 'by colour of the Statnte of Im- 
provemett, and by abuſe of 'the Cominiſhon 
of Sexvets, with their confer, and againſt 
it: Arid not onely private Intereſt;but alſo puo- 
lke faith bave been broken, ir ſeizing of tlie 
money :atd Ballign inthe Mint] ahd the 
whote Kifgtlom like to be'robb'd atonce, in 
that abominable projz& of Brafſe Mon«y., 
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Great tumbers of his Majeſties ſubjects, for 
refuſing thoſe unlawfull charges , bave been 
vext with long and expenſive ſuits ; ſome ft 
ned and cenſured, others committed to long 
and hard imprilonments and confinements, 
tothe loſſe of health of many, of life in ſome 
and others have had: their houſes broken up, 
their goods ſeized ; ſome have been reſtrained 
from their lawyfull Callings: Ships have been 
interrupted in their Voyages ; ſurprized at Sea 
in an Hoſtilemanner, by Projectors, as by a 
common Enemy: Merchants prohibited to 
unlade their Goods in ſuch Ports, as were for 
their own advantage, and forced to bring 
them to thoſe places which were moſt for the 
advantages of the Monopolizers and Proje- 
Etors. e 
T he Court of Starchamber hath abound- 
edin extfrayapant Cenſures, not only for the 
maintenance and improvement of Monopo- 
lies, and other unlawfull taxes; but for di- 
vers other Cauſes, where there hath been no 
offence, or very ſmall; whereby His Majeſties 
Subje&ts have been oppreſſed By: grievous 
Fines, Imprilonments, Stigmatizings, Muti- 
lations, Whippivgs, Pillorics , Gags, . Con- 
fnements, Baniſhments ; after fo rigid a 
| manner, 
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manner, as hath not only deprived Men of 
the Society of their Friends, exerciſe of their 
Profeſsions, comfort of Books, ule of Paper 
or Inke , but even violated that neer Uoion 
which God hath cſtabliſhr berwix: Men 
and their Wives, by forced and conſtrained 
ſeperation ; whereby they have been bereaved 
of the comfort and converſation ore of ano- 
ther, for many yeers together, witzout hope 
of relief, if Gud had not by his over-ruling 
Providence, given ſome interruption to the 
prevailing power and Couacell of choſe, who 
were the Authors and Promoters of ſuch 
peremptory and headdy coutſes. 

Judges have been put out of their places, 
for refuſing to do againſt their Oathes, and 
Conſlciences : Others have been ſo awe 1, that 
they durſt not do their duties, and the berter 
to holda rod over them, the Claule quam din 
ſe bene gefſerit was left out of their Patents, 
and a new Clauſe Durante bene placito inler- 
ted. Lawyers have been checker, for bing 
faichfull co: their Clients , Sollicitors, and Ac- 
turneyes have been chreatne{, and ſome pu. 
niſhed for following lawvfull Suites : And by 
this means all che approaches. to Juſtice were 

C L- 


interrupted and forecluded, New Oaths have: 
been forced upon the Subje& againſt Law, 
new Judicatories erefted without Law : The 
Councell Table have, by heir Orders, offered 
ro binde the SubjeRs in their free-holds E- 
ſtates, Suires, and Actions. The pretended. 
Court of the Earl Marſhal was Arbitrary, and. 
lllegall in its being, and proceedings, - The 
Chancery, Exchequer- Chamber, Court of 
Wards, and other Engliſh Courts have been 
grievous in exceeding their Juriſdiction. The 
eſtate of many Farmilies weakned, and ſome 
ruined by exceſſive Fines, exacted from them 
for Compoſitions of Wardſhips, All Leaſes 
of above a hundred yeers, made to draw on 
Wardſhip contrary to Law. Undueprocee- 
dings uſedin the finding of Offices, to make 
the Jury finde for the King. The Common- 
Lav Courts, ſceing all Men more inclined to 
ſeek Juſtice there, where it may be fitted ro 
their own. defire, are known frequenily to 
forſake the Rules of the Common-Law, and 
ſtraining beyond their' bounds, under pre- 
tence of equity todo [njuſtice, Titles of -Ho- 
nour, Judicial places, Serjeantſhips at Law, 
and other Offices: have bcea ſold for great 
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ſurmmes of Money; whereby the common 
Juſtice of the Kingdom hath been much en- 
dangered, not only by opening away of em- 
ployment in places of great Truſt, and advan. 
tage to. Men of weak parts; bur allsby pi- 
ving occa(ion to Bribery, Extortion , Partia- 
Iny , It ſeldome hapning that places ill-gotten 
are well uled, Commiſſions have been gran- 
ted for examining the exceſſe of Fees : and 
when great exactions haye been diſcovered, 
Compolitions have been made with Delin- 
quents, not only forthe timepaſt, bur like- 
wile for immunity and ſecurity in offending, 
forthe time to come ,- which under colour of 
remedy, hath but confirmed, and encreaſed 


the Grievance to the Subje, 


Theuſuall courſe of pricking Sheriffs, not 
obſerved, but many times Sheriffs made in 
an extraordinary way; ſometimes as a puniſh- 
mentand.charge unto them ; ſometimes ſuch 
were pricked out, as would be Inſtruments 
to execute whatſoever they would have to be 
done. .- RY ne 
- . The Biſhops and the reſt of the Clergy, did 
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triumph in the Suſpenſions, Excommunicati- 
ons, Deprivations, and Degradations of di- 
vers painful, learned, and pious Miniſters, in 
the vexation, and grievous oppreſſion of great 
numbers of His Majeſties good Subjz&s. 
The High-Commiſſion greuw to ſuch exceſfe 
of ſharpneſſe and ſeverity, as was not much 
leſſe theathe Romilh Inquiſition; and yertin 
many caſes by the Archbilhops power, was 
made much more heavy, being affiſted, and 


{trengchened by authority. of. the Councell- 
I ©--2- | 


The Biſhops, and their Courts, were as 
eager in the Countrey , and although their 
ju: iſdi&tion could not reach ſo high in rigour, 
and extremity of puniſhment , yet were they 
no Jeſſe grieyous, in reſpect of thegenerallity, 
and multiplicigy of vexations, which light- 
Fog upon the meaner ſort of Tradeſmen, and 
A: tificers, did impoveriſh many thouſands, 
and fo afflit and trouble others , thar great 
numbers, to avoid their miſeries, departed out 
of the Kingdom , ſome into New- England, 
and other parts of America, others into Hol- 
land, where they haye tranſported their Ma- 
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nufafturesof Cloath whichris not only a/loſſe 
by diminiſhing the preſent ſtock of the King- 
dome, bur-a great milchiefe by impairing 
and endangering the lofle of that -peculiar 
Tradeof Cloathing, which hath been a-plen- 
tifull Fountain of Wealth and Honourto this 
Nation. 


Thoſe were fitteſt for Eccleliaſticall pre- 
ferment, and ſooneſt obtained it, who were 
moſt officious in promoting ſuperſtition, moſt 
virulent in railing againſt Godlinefſe , and 
honeſty. 


The moſt publike and ſolemn Sermons be. 
fore: His Majeſtic were,  eicher to advance 
Prerogative above Law , and Decry the pro- 
pertic of the Subje&, or full of fuch kinde of 
1nvectives,; whereby they might make thoſe 
odious, who ſoughtto maintainthe Religion, 
Laws, and Liberties of the Kingdom ; and 
ſuch Men were ſure to be weeded out of the 
Commiſſion of the-peace, and out of all 
other imployments of power in the Govern-. 
meat-of the Countrey. 


- 


C3; Many! 
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-'- Matty noble Perfonayes. wete'Councellars 
in name ; but the power and, authority re- 
mained in a fevy ot: ſuch,” as were molt ad- 
dicedto this partic; whole refolutions, and 
deteimiraions were brought; to the Table; 
for countenance, and execution, and not for 
deba'e, and Celiberation , and no Man could 
offer to appoſe them without diſgrace, and 
hazard to himſelf ; Nay; all thoſe that did not 
wholly concurre and aCtively contribute to 
the furtherance of their defignes , though 0- 
thervyiſe, perfons of. never {o:great; Honour, 
and Abilities, were ſo farre from being em- 
ployed in any placeof Truſt, and power, that 
they were —_ diſcountenanced.; and 
upon all occahtions ippured and oppreſied.. 


This Faction was grown to-that height, 
and entireneſſe of power, that now they be- 
gan. rothink of fnifhing their Work, which 
conſiſted of thele three parts, Wy 


age | 


The Government muſt be ſet fret 


tk IS > from 
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from all reſtraint of Laws concerning. our 
WRIT and State, 


*Y 
T here muſt be a Conjunttion "DEAN 
Ds and Proteſtants in Defrine , 
D:ſ 1pline, and Ceremonies ; only itmuft. 
not Je et be called Popery. 


_ \ Hh 
\ v.QN 


T he Puritans under which name , 
they include all thoſe that dejire to pre-. 
ferve the Laws, and'Liberties of the 
Kingdom, and to maintain Religion tn 
the power of it; muſt beexther rooted out 
of the Kingdom with force, or driven, 
out with fear, For the effeding of thi, 
It was thought neceſſary to reduce Scor- 
land to ſuch Popiſh ſuperſiitions, and, 
Innovations, as might make them apt to 
jon. 


= . [ ; 
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iy © 
Joyn with England,mmthat great change 
which was intended, Wherenpon new 
( anons, and a new Liturgy were preſt 
upon them ; and when they refuſed to ad- 
mit of them, an eArmy was raiſed to 
force them to it , towards which the 
( lergie, andthe *Papiils were very for- 
ward in their contribution, T he Scots 
likew ſe raiſed an Army for their de- 
fence ; and when both' «Armies were 
come together, and ready for a bloudy 
eucounter, Hy Muajeſties own Gracious 
aifþ:fition, and the Councell of the Eng- 
liſh Nobility, and Dutifull ſubmiſſion 
of the Scots, did ſo farre prevail againſt 
the evil ('ouncell of others, that a Pa- 
cification was made, and Hu Maieſty 
returned with Peace, and much Hcn;ur 
70 London. 


The 
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The unexpotted reconciliation was moſt 
acceptable to. all rhe Kingdome, excepr to 
the malignant partic, whercof the Archbi- 
ſhop and che Earleof Strafford being heads, 
they and their! faction begun to! enyeigh 
againſt che Peace, and-to aggravate the pro- | 
ceeding of the Statcs, which: ſo incenſed 
His Majeſtic, that he forthwith prepared 
again for Warre. And fuch was their confi- 
dence, that:having 'corrupted and diſtem- 
pered the whole frame and Goyernment of 
the Kingdom ,: they did now hopeto cor- 
rupt that which was the onely means to re- 
ſtorc allro a right frame and Temper again: 
to which cnd they perſwaded His Majeſtic 
to call a Parliament , not ro ſeck Counſel 
and advice of them , but todraw Counte- 
nance and Supply from them , -and engage 
the whole Kingdame in their Quarrell: and 
inthe meantime continued all their unjuſt 
Levies of Money, reſolving either to make 
the Parliameht pliant to their Will, and to 
eſtabliſh miſchicf by a Law,or clſe to break 
it;and, wich more colour to.go on by vio- 
lence, to take what they could not obtain 


by conſent. The ground alledged for the 
_ wſtification 
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juſtification ofchis Warre wasrhis:; 1 |. 
'Tharthe undurifull Demands of che Par- 
lhaments of Scotland, was a ſufficient reaſon 
for His, Maieſtie to rake Armes _—_— them 


without heating che Reaſon'iof ithoſe De- 
. Iharids: And thereuponia new Armie was 
prepared ainſt chem, their Ships were ſci- 
zedin all Ports, both of Eiglandand Ireland, 
and:ar Sea. Their Petitions reiefted .their 
Commilſlioners refuſed Audience,” - This 
whole Kingdome moſt miſerably diſtem- 
peted with Levies of Men and'Money,and 
Impriſonmentsofthoſe who denicd to ſub- 
mit ro thoſe Levies, The Earle of Strafford 
palt into Ireland; cauſed rhe Parliament there 
to declare againſt the Scots; to give'foure 
Subſidies towards that War; and to ingage 
themſelves, their lives and fortunes for the 
proſecution'of'ir, and gave direCtions for an 
Armie 6f cight'thouſand foor;and/one rhou- 
{and horſe ro belevied there, which were 
for the moſt part Papiſts. The Parliament 
mer upon che thirreenth of April, one thou- 
fand tz hundred andfourtie) The Earle of 
Strafford and Archbiſhop of Canterbury with 
cheir Partiefo prevailed with His Maieſtic, 

| Hat that 
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that the: Howſeigþ(ommons was preft to yecld 
roa Supply for 'maintenance of the Warre 
with Scotland, before they had provided any 
reliefe for the great and preſſing Grievances 
of the people, which being againſt the fun- 
damentall Priviledge and procecding of 
Parliament, was yetin humblereſpeet to his 
Maicftie, ſe far admitted ,as that they agreed 
to take the matter of Supply into confide- 
ration, and two {cverall dayes it was deba. 
red. Twelve Subſidies were demanded for 
chereleaſe of Ship-money alone; A third 
day. was appointed for Concluſion when 
the Heads of that Partie begun to fear the 
people migha cloſe with the King in ſatisfy- 
ing his ;defire of Moncy': But that, withall 
they were, like to blaſt their malicious de- 
ſignes againſt Scotland, finding them verie 
much indiſpaled to'give any countenance rg 
thatWarre. thacel 


Thercupoa they wickedly adyiſed the 
King to break off the Parliamenty andtorc- 
turn to the vwayes of Confuſion , in which: 
their own evill intentions were molt like ro | 
proſper and ſucceed. 4 | 
MIT, _'D'3 After 


| 


| 
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| intheCitie of Loxdoy. 
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Aﬀcer the Farliament ended the fifth. of 
May, one thouſand ſix hundred andfourty, 
this Partic grew ſo bold, as to counſell the 
King to ſupply Himſelf out of his Subic&s 
fates by his own power, athis own Will, 
without their conſent. The very next day 
ſome Members of bothHoyſes had their Scudics 
and Cabinets, yea their Pockets ſearched: 
Anorher of them not long after was com- 
mittedcloſcpriſoner for not delivering ome 
Petitions which-he- received by authoritic 
of thar Hoſe, and if harſher courſes were 
intendcd { as was reported ) itis very proba- 
ble thatthe ſickneſle of the Earl of Strafford 
and the Tumultuous riſing in Seathwarke, 
and about Lambeth, were the cauſes thar 
ſuch violent intentions were not brought to 
execution. A falſe and ſcandalous Declara- 
tion againſt the Houſe of Commons was pub- 
liſhed, in his Maicſties Name, which yet 
wrought lictle effe& with the people, but 
onely'to manifeſt the impudence of thoſe 
who were Authors'of it: 


A forced-Loanof Money was attempted 
The 
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TheLord Major and Aldermen in their 
ſeverall Wards cnioynedto bring in a liſt of 
. the Names of ſuch perſons as they judged fir 
to lend, and of the ſumme they ſhould lend. 
And ſuch Aldermen as refuſed foro do were 
committed to priſon. 


The Archbiſhop and the other Biſhops and 
Elergie continucd the Convocation, and by a 
new Commiſſion turned it to a Provinciall 
Synod, in which by an unheard of preſump- 
tion, they made Canons that contain in them 
many matters contrarie to the' Kings Pre- 
rogative, to the fundamentall Laws and 
Statutes of the Realm, to theright of Parlia- 
ments, tothe Propertic and Libertic of the 
Subie&,and matters tending to (edition and 
of dangerous conſequence, thereby efta- 
bliſhing cheir own Vlurparions, juſtifying 
their Altar-worſhip, andrthole other ſuper. 
ſtitious Innovations which they formerly - 
introduced, without warrant of Law. 


They impoſed a new Oath upon diycrs 
of his Maicſties Subic&s, both Eccleſiaſtical 
and Lay, for maintenance of their own Ty- 


_— — 
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rannie, and laid a great Tax upon the Clergy 
for ſupply of his Maicſticand generally they 
ſhewed themſelves very affeQionate to the 


Warre with Scotland, which was by ſome 


of then ſtiled Bellum Epiſcopale,and a prayer 
compoſed , and enioyned to be read in all 
Churches, calling the Scots, Rebels, to put 


the two Nations into blood, and make them 


irreconciliable. All thoſe pretended (Canons 


and ( onſtitutions were armed with the ſeye- 
rall Cenſures of Suſpenſion, Excommunication, 
Deprivation, by which they would have 
thruſt our all the good Miniſters, and moſt 
of the. well affected people of the King» 
dome, and lcftan ca{te paſlage to theirown 
Deſigne of R-conciliation with Rome. 
The Popyſb party enioyned ſuch Exemprions 
from the Penall Laws as amounted toa Tol. 
tcration, befides many other encourage. 
ts, and Court fayours : They had a Se. 


'$3:taric of State, S". Francis Windibank., a 
powerfall Agent forthe ſpeeding ot all their 
defires, a Pop's Nuntio reſiding here to a& 
and governthem accordingrefuch influen- 
ces 25s he reccived from Romezand tointer- 
cedefor them with themoſtpowerfull don- 


C UITICNCE 
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currence of chefottaigne Princes of that re- 
ligioni:;By his auchoritic 'the Papits of all 
ſorts , Nobility, Gentry, and Clergie were 
conyacated after the manner ofa Parliament, 
new, luriſdictions: were )ereted of Romiſh 
Arehbiſhyps, Taxes levied. another / State 
moulded within chis State independant in 
Government, contrary in interelt and affes 
ion, lecretly, corrupting the Ignorant, or 
negligent profeſſors of our Religion, and 
cloſcly uniting and combining themſelves 
againlt ſuck as were ſound, inthis poſture 
waitingfor an opportunitie by force to. de: 
{troy thoſe whom they could not hope to 
{cduce.Forthe cffteting whercof,they were 
ſtrengthened with Armes and Munirion,en- 
couraged by ſuperſtitious Prayers enioyned 
by the Nyntio to be weekly made for the 
proſperitic of ſome great defigne. And ſuch 
power had .they at. Courr , that ſecretly a 
Commiſhon was ifſued our, intended to/ be 
iſſued to ſome greatMen of that profeſſion 
for the levying of Souldiers , -and to com- 
mand and cmploy-them according ito” pri- 
vate Inſtructions, which we doubr were 

tramed forthe adyantage of thoſe who were 


the 
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the contrivers of them : His Maicſties' Treas - 
ſare was conſumed, his Revenew /anticipa- 


ted, His Servantsand Officers compelledto 
lend great furames of Money ; Multitudes' 
were called rothe Councell Table', who were 
tired with'long attendances there, for refu- 
fing illegallpayments. The Priſons were fil- 
led with their Commitments; many of the 
Sheriftes ſ\ummonedinto the Starre Chamber, 
and ſome impriſoned for not being 'quicke 
enough in levying-the Ship-money , the 
people languiſhed under grief, and fear, no 
viſible hope being lefr, but-in deſperation; 
The Nobility began to be wearic of rheir 
ftlence, and paticnce,, and ſenſible of 'the 
dutic and "Truſt which belongs to them:and 
thereupon ſome of the moſt cminenr'of 
them did petition His Maicſty at ſuch atime 
when evil Counccls were fo ſtrong that they 
had reaſon to expect more hazard to them- 
ſelves, then redreſſe of thoſe publike cvils 
for which they interceded,whileſtthe King- 
dome was in:this Agiration and diſtemper, 
the Scots reſtrained in their "Trades, impo- 
veriſhed by cheloſſe of many of their Ships, 
bereaved of all pothibility of ſatisfying His 

Maicltie * 
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Majeſtie by any naked Supplication; cn- 
fred witha powerfull Army inte the King- 
dome, and without any thoſlilc AQ. or 
ſpoilin the Countrey as they paſſed; mare 
bo forcing a paſlage over the Tyne at 
Newborne, necr Newcaſtle , polleſled them- 
ſelves of Newcaſtle, and ds fair opportU- 
nicte to preſle on further upon the. Kings 
Armie : but dutie and Reyerenceto his Mz- 
jellie, and brotherly love to the Engli/h Na- 
tion, made them tay there , whereby: the 
King had lcaſure to entertain better Coun- 
cels, wherein God fo bleſfed-and direaed 
him, that he ſummmonedthe great Councell 
of Peers to meet at Yorke, upon the twentic 
fourth of September, and there declared a 
Parliament to begin the third of Novemb. 
then following. The Scots the f(t day of 
the great Councell, preſented an humble 
Petition to His Majeſtie , whereupou, the 
Treatie was appointed at 96.3 459 A pre- 
ſent Ceſſation of armes agreed upon: and 
the full Concluſion of all diflerences refer- 
redto the wiſedome and care of the Parlia- 
ment. At our firſt mecting all Oppoſitions 
Temed to vaniſh , the muſchicyes were fo 
IW evident 
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exident,vohich thoſe evil Councellors pro- 
duced, thar no Man durſt ſtand up to de- 
fend them. Yetthe work it ſeIfaftorded dit- 
ficultie enough. The multiplied evils and 
corruption of {1xteen yeers Cabinet by 
cuſtome andauthoritie,and the concurrent 
intereſt of many powerfull delinquents 

were now to be brought to indgement and | 

| Reformation, The Kings Houſhold was to 9 | 
be provided for, they had brought: him to | 
that want , that he conld not ſupply His 

Ordinarie,and neceffarie expences, without 

the aſſiſtance of his people. Two Armies 

, wereto be paied, which amounted very neer | 

to: 0. thouſand pounds a moneth ; the 
people wereto betenderly charged, having 
been formerly exhanſted with many bur- 
thenfome Protefts. The difficulties ſeemed | 
to be inſuperable, which by the Divine Pro- | 
vidence we have overcome. The Contraric- | 
tzes incompatible, which yet ina great mea- 
fare we have reconciled. Six Sublidies have 
been! granted, and 2 Bill of Poll-money, | 
which if be duely'levied, 'may equall ix 
Subfidies more in all:Six hundred thouſand 
pounds, Befides we haye contracted aDebt 
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to the Seots of 220.thouſand pounds; and 
yet God hath ſo. bleſſed the endeavours of 
this Parliament,that the Kingdom is a great 
gainer by all theſe charges. The Ship-money 
1s aboliſhed , which colt the Kingdome 

above 200, thouſand pounds a yeer. The 
Coat and Conduct money , and other muli- 
tarie charges, are taken away,which in ma- 
ny Countreys amounted to Little lelle then 
£ Ship-money. The Monopoltes are all 
ſuppeſt , whereof ſome tew did pretudice 
the SubiecR, above a Million yearly. The 
Soapean hundred thouſand pounds ; the 
Winethrec hundred thouſand pounds the 
LeRher muſt needs exceed borh : and Salt 
couldbeno lefſe then that, befades the in- 
feriour Monopolies, which if they could be 
exactly —_, would make up a great 
fumme;: That which is more beneficiall 
then all this is, that theroot of theſe evils is 
takenaway,which was the arbitrarte power 
pretended to be in his Maxſiie, of taxing 
theSubieR, or charging their eflates with- 
out conſent in Parliament, which 1s now 
declared to be againſt Law by the iudge- 
ment-of both Houſes , and likewiſe by an 
i zz - DS 
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Ac of Parhament. Another ſtep of great 

advantage is this: the living Girieyances,the 
_ evil Councellors and :actors of theſe mil- 
; chiefs have been ſo.quelled ; by the: juſtice 
doneuponthe Earl of Srraftord, the flight 
of the Ed Finch, and Secretarie Windi- 

bank. The accuſationand imprifonment of | 
the Archbiſhop of Cance:bury , of Indge 
| Bartlet, and the tmpeachmear of divers 0- 
| ther Biſhops and udges, that it 1s likenot | 
onely to bean eaſe tothe preſent times, bur 
a preſcrvation to the future. The difcont- 
] nuance of Parliaments is pcuvented: by the 
| Bill fora Tricnnmall Parhament , and: the 
| abrupt d:(Talutionof:this Parliament; a- 
nother Bill; by which ic1s provided at ſhall 
noi bedilolved or adioucned without the 
conn otboth Houſes: Whichwo Laws 
vw<llconiideced; maybe thought moread- 
vaiita;:1100s thin al. the for mr, becauſe they | 
f:enrea £11] operatio:: of the preſent reme- 
die, andiatto.d arperpetuall Spring of re- 
medics forthe fuure ; The Star-Chamber, 
the High Com:n:ſhon,; the Courts of the 
Preſident, : and Councell; Mm! the North, 
were lo many forges of, miſerie,o ppwnany 

| an 
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and violence, and-ateall taken away,wher: 
by men are more ſecured'in their perſons, 
liberties, and-eftates, then-they could be by 
any .Law'or Example forthe regulation ,of 
thoſe Courts, or Terror of the ludges, The 
immoderatepower ofthe ( puncell lable,and 
the exceſſive abuſe of that power is ſe.or- 
dered and reſtrained, that yye may well hope 
that no ſuch things as were frequently done 
by thera, to;the;pretudice of the publique li. 
bertic, will appear ju future times, bur gne- 
ly in-Storics,- to-give us 'and our poltcritie 
more occafion to praile God for His Maie. 
ſtics goodneſſe, and the fairhfull endeavours 
of this Parliament. The-,(anons.,- and the 

wer of { anon making, are blalted by che 
Vote of. both Houſes The exorbitant power 
of Biſbops, and' their Courts, are. thuch aba- 
ted, by fone. Proviſions 1nthe-Bill-agaialt 
the High Commifs ion( ourt. The authors of the 
many [nnovations in Do&rine and.Cere- 
monies; The Miniſters that have been ſcan. 
dalous intheir iyes,have been fo terrified ih 
wlt.complaints; and. accuſations ,, that we: 
may, well. hope; they will be, moxe monk 
oh E 3 Tor 
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for thetime to come ; cither inwardly pet 
y 


victed by the ſight of their own folly ,- or 
outwardly reſtrained by the'fear of puniſhe 
meht. The Forreſts are by a'good Lavy re 
duccd to their right bounds, 'The encroach: 
ments and opprefſions of the Stamarie 
Courts , The Extortions of the Clerk of the 


Market, and the Compulſtoniofthe Subie&. 
to receive the Order of Knighthood againſt 


his will, paying of Fines for notreceiving ir, 
and the vexatious proccedings thereupon 
for levying of thoſe Fines, areby other be. 
neficiall Laws reformed and prevented. 
Many excellent Lavvs and proviſions arc in 
preparation' for rettioving the inordinate 
power, vexation, and uſurpation of Biſhops, 
for reforming the pride and Idleneſlc of 
many of the Clergie, for caſing rhe props 
of unneceſfaric Ceremonies in Religion, for 
cenſuring and removing unworthy and un- 
profirable Miniſters, and for maintaining 
godly and diligent Preachers through the 
Kingdome : Other things of many impor- 
cance for the good of this Kingdome,are in 
propoſition, though little could hitherto be 


done, 


- 


done, in mud of the many other; morc 
prefling bulineſſes , which yet before the 
end of this Seſſion , vve hope may receive 
ſome progreſſe and perfection, The eſta- 
blifhing and ordering the Kings Revenue, 
that ſo the abuſc of Officers; and ſuperfluicy 
of expences may be cut off, and the nece(- 
faric disburſments for his Majeſtics Honor, 
the defence and goyernment of the King- 
| dome, may be more certainly provided for. 
The regulating of Courts of Iuſtice, and 
abridging beth the delaycs and charges of 
Law Suits; The <Lling of ſome good 
courlſcs for preventing the exportation of 
Gold and Silyer , and the inequality of cx- 
exchanges betwixt. us and other Nations, 
L forthe advancing of native Commodities, 
increaſe of our Manufactures, and well 
ballancing of Trade, whereby the Stock of 
the Kingdome may be increaſed, or at lealt 
kept from impairing , as through neglect 
hercof ic hath done for many yecrs laſt paſt: 
For improving the Herring fiſhing , upon 
our own Coalts, which will beof mightic - 
uſc inthe imployment of the poore,” and a 
aa” 7 
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ptentifail/Nurferic of Matiners for inabling 
the Kingdome in'any grear Attion. The 
oppolitions, obRruCtions; and other Dif- 
ficulties wherewith we have been cncqun- 
tred, and which Rill lye in our way 'with | 

| ſome' ſrengtly and much obftinacic- are 
thele: The malignant Partie whom” we 
have formerly deſcribed, to be the Actors 
and promoters of all our milcrie, they have \ 
taken heart again , They havebecn able rg 
preferre ſome of their own FaCtors and 
Agents to degrees. of honour , to places of 
Truſt and imployment -even during the 
Parliament. T hey have cndeayoured to 
work in His MaicRicill impreſſions and 6- 

pinions of Our proccedings, as if we had al- 
cogether done our own work, and noc His, | 
and had obtained from him many things 
very preiudiciallto the Crown, both'in re- 
ſpe& of Prerogative and Profit. To wipe 
-out this (lander, We think good onely to fay 
thus much : Tharall that We have done, is 
for His Maieftic, His oreatneſle, Honor,and 
1upporr, when We yeclded to give z5000.1. 
a moneth- far the- relief 'of the Northerne 
W Countreys, 
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this was given to the King for he'wasbound to 
protect his ſubtects, they were his Maieſtics evill 
Counſellors, and their ill-infftraments that were 
actors in thoſe grievances which brought in the 


| Scots: and if his Majeſty pleaſe to force thoſe 


who were the authors of this warre to make ſa- 
tisfaction, as he might juſtly andeafily doe , it 
fkeemes very reaſonable that the people might 
well be excuſed from taking upon them this 
burthen, being altogether innocent,and free from 
berng any Cauſes of it. | 

W hen weundertooke the charge ofthearmy, 
which coſt above 50000, pound a moneth, was 
not this given to the King ? was it not his Ma- 
jeſttes army ? were not allthe Commanders un- 
der contratwith his Majeſty at higheriratesand - 
greater wages then ordinary ? and have not we 
taken upon us to diſcharge all the brotherly 
aſſiſtance of three hundred thouſand pounds 
which we gave the Scots ? was1t nottoward re 
paire of thoſe dammages and loſſes which they 
received from the Kings ſhips, and from his m1- 
niſters/? Theſe three particulars amount to above 
1100; thouſand pound, beſides his'Majefty hath 
received by 1mpoſitions upon merchandiſe at 


leaſt 400,thouſand pounds ; ſo that hs Majeſt 
_- _ hat 
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hath had out of the ſabjects purſe f1nce the Par- 
liamentbegan', onemillion and halfe, and yer 
theſemen Can be ſo impudent,, as to tell his Ma- 
jeſty,that we have done nothing for him, As to 
the:ſccond branchof this flander ,. weacknow- 
ledge with much thankfulneſfe that his/Majeſt y 
hath paſſed more good Bils to the advantage of 
the ſubjects; then hath beea 1n many ages ; but 
wathall- we cannot forget, that theſe venomous 
counſels did manifeſt themſelves in'fome endea- 
vours to hinder theſe good Adts; And forboth 
Houles of Parlameat wee may with truth and 
modeſty ſaythus much, Thattwe have ever been 
carcfullnot to deſire any thing that ſhould wea- 
ken the Crowne either 1n f profit. or uſefull 
power; The trienniall Parliament, for the matter 
of 1r, doth not extend to ſo much as by Law we 
ought to have required, there being two Statutes 
illin force for a Parl:1ament to be once a yeere, 
and for the manner of it,it is unthe Kings power, 
that it ſhall never take effect, if heby a timely 
ſummons ſhall-prevent any other way of aſfſem- 
bling. In the Bill for continuance of this preſent 
Parliament, there ſcemes to be ſome reſtraint of 
the royall power in dilolving of Parliaments, 
|not totake it out of the Crowne, but to ſuſpend 
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the-eXecution of it for this time and occaſion 
onely , which was ſo neceſſary for the Kings 
owneſccurity andthe publique peace,that w A 
out it wee could not have undertaken. any of 
theſe great charges , but muſt have left bgth the 
armies to Kforder and confuſion, and the whole 
Kingdometo blood and rapin. The Starchamber 
was much more fcuitfull in oppreſſion; then in 
. profit , the great. fines bejng for rhe moſt part 
| glue away , .and.thejelt Ralledat long times. 
The fines of the high Commiſſion were in them- 
ſelves unjuſt and'ſeldome or never came into 
the Kings purſe, Theſe foure Bils are particular- 
ly and more ſpecially inftanced,in the reſt,there 
will not be found ſo much, as a ſhadow of pre- 
judice tothe Crowne, They have ſought to di- 
miniſh our reputation with the people, and to 
bring them out of love with Parliaments ; the 
aſperſions which they have attempted this way, 
have. beene ſuch as theſe, T hat we have ſpent 
much time and done little, eſpecially in hoſk 
tevances which concerne Rellaios. That the 
| 4 p96 is 4 burden tothe Kingdome by the 
abundance of Protections which hinder Juſtice 
and Trade,and by many Subſtdics granted much 
more heavy then any they formerly endured ; to 
| F 2 whack 
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which there 15a xeady anſwer : If thetime ſpent 
in this Parhament be conſ1dered in relation 


backwa:d to the long growrn and deep rooteof 


thofe grievances, which wee have remoyed,to 
the powerfull upports- of thoſe delinquents 
which wee have purſued,to the great neceſſities 


 and' other charges of the Common wealth for 


which we bave provided : or if it be conſidered 


n relation forward to man advantages, which 


not onely the preſent but future ages are like to 
reape by the good lawes and other proceedings 
in this Parliament , we doubt not but it will be 
thought by all indifferenc judgments that our 
time hath beene much better 1imployed then 1n 
a farre greater proportion of rime in many for- 
mer Parliaments put together ; and the charges 
which have beene laid upon the Subjects , and 
the Other inconveniences which they have borne 
will ſceme very light 1n reſpect of the benefit 
they have and may receive. And for the matter 
of Protections , the Parliament is-fo ſenhble of 
it, that therein they intend to give them what- 
ſoever caſe may ſtand with Honour and Juſtice; 
and are ina way of paſſing a Bill to give them 
ſatisfa&tion;They have ſought by many ſubrile 
practices , to cauſe jealouftes and diviſions be- 


twixt 
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_ ewixt us andour brethren of Scot /and.,: byflah- 
dering their proceedings. and intentions'ito- 
wardgus, and by ſecret endeavours to inſtigate 
and incenſe them and us one againſt anotker, 
They have had ſuch a party of Biſhops: and 
popiſh Lords in the Houſe of Pecres , as hath 
caufed: much oppoſttion and delay in the pro- 
ſecution of delinquents , hindred the procee- 
dings of divers good Bils paſſed in the Com- 
mons Houſe, concerning the reformation of 
ſundry great abuſes and corruptions both- in 
Church and State, They have: laboured - to 
ſeduce and corrupt ſome of the Commons 
Houſe ,. to draw them into Conſpiracies'and 
Combinations againſt the libertie of the Par- 
liament: And bytheir inſtruments and agents 
they have attempted to difaffe&t and difcon- 
tent his'Majeſties Army, and to ingage it for 
the maintenance of their w.cked and trayte- 
rous deſignes , the keeping np of Biſhops in 
theuVotes and functions, and by forceto com- 
pell the Parliament to order, limit, and difpoſe 
their proceedings in ſuch manner as might! beſt 
concurre with the int:ntions of chis dangerous 
and potent fiction: Aud when gne miſclievaus 
deligne, and attempt of theirs to- brzng on the 
x Army 
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:Army' againſt the Parliament ; and the City of 
Londox had been diſcovered and prevented, they 
preſently undertooke another of the ſange dam - 
nablenature,withthis addition to it, to endea- 
vour to make the Scotiſh Army neutrall, whilſt 
theEngliſh Army which they had Jaboured to 
corrupt arid invenome-againſtus by their falſe 
- and {}anderous ſuggeſtions ſhould execute their 
malice to the ſubverſion of our Religion and 
the diſlojution of our government, Thus they 
' have beene contmually practizing to diſturbe 
the peace, andplotting the deſtrution even of 
all the Kings Dominions, and have employed 
| their emiſſaries and agents in them all for the 
promoting of their divelliſh deltgnes which the 
vigtlancie of thoſe who were well affected hath 
ſtill diſcovered and defeated before they were 
' ripefor execution in Eng /andand Scotland:only 

in Treland which was farther of , they have had 
time aud opportunity to mould and prepare 
- their wOrke, and had brought it tothat-perfeRi- 
/ on'that they had poſſeſſed themſelves of that 
\ whole Kingdome, totally ſubverted the govern- 
- \mentof it, rooted out Rdipion ; anddeſtroyed 
"allthe proteſtants whom the conſcience of their 

duty to Giod, their King and Conntrey would 


not 
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not haye permitted i, ud with them, if by 
Gods wonderfull providence their maine cnter-' 
prize upon the City and Caſtell of Pablm had 
not beene detected and prevented upon the very 
cave before itſhould have beeneexecuted. Not- 
withſtanding they have in other parts of that 
Kingdome broken out into open rebe]lion, ſur- 
priſed Townes and Caſtles , committed: mur- 
ders, rapes,and:other vilanies 5 and ſhaken oft 
all bands of obedience to his Majeſty , and the 
lawes of theRealme ; andin gencerallhave kind- 
led ſuch a fire, asno. hing but Gods infinite blef. 
ſing upon the wiſdome and endeavours of this 
State will be able to quenchit : and certainely 
had nat God in his great mercy unto'this Land 
diſcovered and confounded their former de-. 
ſignes-, we had been the Prologue to this Tra- 
gedy in Ireland, and had by this time been made 
the lamentable ſpectacle'of miſery and confu- 
fron. And now What hope have we but in God, 
when as the onely means of our ſubſiſtance,and 
power of reformation is under him, in the Par- 

1ament ; but what can we the Commons with- 
out the conjunction of the Houſe of Lords, 
and: what conjunction can wee expc& there, 
when the Biſhops and Recuſant Lords arc ſo 


numerous 
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numerous and prevalent, that they are able to 
crolle and interrupt our beſt endeavours for re- 
formation, and by that meanes give advantage 
to this malignant party tO tradUCe Our PIOCce- 

dings. They infuſe in o the people, that we 
meane to aboliſh all Church governmeat, and 

leave every man to his owne fancy for the ſer- 

vice and worſhipof God,abſolving him of that 

obedience which he owes under God unto his 

Majeſty whom wee know to be intruſted with 

the ecClcftaſticall Jaw as well as with the tempo- 

rall to regulate all the members of the Charch 

of England by ſuch rules of orderand diſcipline 

as are cſtabliſhed by parliament which is his 

oreat Colincell, all affaires beth in Church 

and State; We'confelle our intention 15 and our 

endeavours have been to reduce within bounds 

that.exorbitant-power Which the prelates have 

aſlgmed unto themſclves ſo contrary both to the 

Word of God,and to the Laws of the Land, to 

which end wee paſt the Bill for the remoying 

them from their. cemporall power, and imploy- 
meats,thatſo thc better they might with meeke- 

neſſe apply themſelves to the diſcharge of their 
functions, which-Bill themſelyes oppoſed, and 
were the'priticipall in{icuments of croſſing it, 

| And 
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And we do here declare, that it is farre from 
our purpoſe or detire tolct looſe the golden 
reynes of diſcipline, and government in the 
Church,to leave private perfons or particular - 
Congregations to take up what forme of di- 
vine Service they pleaſe ; for we hold it requi- 
ſite that their ſhould be throughout the whole 
Realme a conformity to that Order which the 
Lawes enjoync, according to the Word of 
God : and we defire to unburthen the con+ 
{ciences of men of needleffe and faperſtitious 
ceremonies, {ſupprefſe innovatians, ' andtake 
away the monuments of Idolatry.And the bet- 
ter to cifec the intended reformation we de- 
fire there may be a general Synod of the moſt 
grave, pious,tearned, and judicious Divines of 
this Ifland, aſſiſted with fome from forraine 
parts. projeſſing the fame Religion with. us, 
who may confider of all things neceffary for 
the peace & gaod government of the Chusech, 
and repreſent the refalts of rheir conſuttations 
unto the Parhament ro. be there alFfoued of 
and comirmed,and xeecrye the ftamp of autho- 
nty thercby-to finde pafſhge and obedience 
thraughont the Kingdame. Theyhavemahkes- 
only" charged us /that wee mirud to deftroy 
G and. 
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and:diſcourage lcatning, whereas 1t is otir chic- 
teſt [care and defire to advance 1t and topro- 
vide : competent maintenance for con{ciona- 
ble:and; preaching Miniſters throughout: the 
Kingdome, whiclv will be a great: Cncourage- 
ment to Schollers,and a ccrtatne means where- 
by the want, meanetle, and ignorance to which 
a;great part 6f.the Clergy i 15 now ſubject, will 
be prevented: And wee intendlikewite to re- 
forme ,-: and purge the fountaines of learning 
the riſa Univerſittes, that the ſtreames flowing 
ftromithence-may be cleere and pure, and an 
honour and comtort to the whole Land. They 
have ſtrayned to blaſt our proceedings in Par- 
liamentbywreſting the interpretations of out 
Orders from: their £ genuine 1tcntion:” They 
tell the! people that our metling with' the 
power of Epiicopacy,hath-cauſed {eCtaries and 
conventicles, - when tdolatryandpopiſh cere- 
alaaliOnchibaod: in the Church by the com- 
mand of the Biſhops have not onelydebarred 
the people from thence , but _ elled them 
trom'the Kingdome. Thuis with & {tah we are 
calledby this malignant party the troublers of 
the State;and ſtill while we endeavour to re- 
\forinetheir /abules, they! make us the authours 
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of thoſe milchiefes weiſtudy to) prevent"? for 
the. perfe&ing of the worke begutiahd Tenis- 
ving all future impediments, we concetivetheſe 
coutleswill be very effetuall, feeitig'therelipi- 
on of the Papiſts, hath ſuch principels- as:d6e 
certainely tend to the deſtrution' and ' extir- 
pation of all Proteſtants when they ſhall have 


opportanity to effe& it, 7! © 1195943 

Iris neceffaryin'the firſtplace to 'keep-thend 
9 ſuch a condition, as that they may not be 
able to do usany hurt,and for avayUing'of fiich 
connivenceatia: tavouras hath heretofore been 
ſhewed unto them, That his Majeſty'be pleaſed 
to 'grant a ſtanding. Commuſſion + to- ſome 
choice-men named 1n Pathatnent; who' may 
take” notice of 'their encreaſe,' their cnnſels 
and proceedings, aud uſe all due nicanes by 
execution of the Lawes to preventall'miſchie- 
vous deſignes, againſt the peace andiafety of 
this Kingdome. That ſome good courſe be 
taken'to diſcover the counterfeit and falſe con= 
formity of Papiſts to the Church by coloiit 
whereof perſons very muck difatte&ed to the 
true religion have beene admitted into place 
of greateſt authority and'truſt in the King- 


dome. 


(3 2 | For: 


(52) 
For the better preſervation of the. Lawes 
and libertiesof the Kingdome, that all illegall 
grievances and exactions be preſented, and 
puniſhed at the Scfhions, and Aflizes: and that 
Judges and Juſtices be very carefull to give this 
in charge to the grand Jury,. and both the 
Sheriffe and Juſtices to be ſworne to the due 
execution of the petition of right and other 
Lawes: That his Mayeſty be humbly petitioned 
by both houles to employ ſuch Countcllours, 
Ambaſſadors, and other Miniſters in manna- 
ging his bufineſſe at home and abroad, as the 
Parliament may have cauſe to confide in, with- 
out which wee cannot give his Majeſty ſuck 


ſupplies for ſupport of his owne eſtate, nor 


fach afliſtance to the proteſtant party beyond 
the Sea, as ts defired, It may often tall out that 
the Commons may have juſt cauſe to take 
excepttohs-atiome men for being Counſellors, 
_ and yet not charge thote men with crimes, for 
there be grounds of diffidence which lie not 
in proofe : there are others which though they 
may be proved yet are not legally criminall,to 
be a-kmowne favourer of papiſts, or to have 
beene very. forward in defending or counte- 
nancing ſome great offenders queſtioned, in 
191 Parliament 


for any forraine Prince of another Religion, 
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Parliament, or to ſpeake contemptuoully of 
cither Houſes of Parliament, or Parliamentary. 
proceedings, or ſuch as arc faGtours or agents 


ſuch are juſtly ſuſpect to get Counſelors places 
or any other of truſt concerning publigne 
unployment for money : For all theſe and 
drvers others wee may have great reaſon to þe 
carneſt with his Majeſty not to put his great 
affaires into ſuch hands, though we may be wn- 
willing to proceed againſt them ih any legall 
way of charge or impeachment: that all Conn- 
{ellors of State may be {worn to obſerve thoſe 
Lawes which concerne the Subzef&in hisl1ber- 
tie, that they may likewiſe take anoath-not 
to receive or give reward or penſion from any 
forraine Prince, but ſuch as they ſhall within 
{ome reaſonable time diſcover to the Lords of 
his Majeſties Councell : and although they 
ſhould wickedly for{lweare themſelves, yet it 
may herein doe good to make them knowne 
to be falſe and perjured to thoſe who imploy 
them, and thereby bring them into as little 
credit with them as with us. That his Majeſty 
may have caufe to be in love-with good Conn 
{cl and good men, byi{hewing bun in.an humble 


and 
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anddurifell manner; how full of advantageir 


would'bz'to himſelfe; to ſee his owne eſtate 


ferled im a plentifull totidition to ſupport his 
honour, -tofec his people united: in waies of 
duty'to hith; and endeayours of the publique 


good to ſee happineſſe, wealth , peace and- 


fety derived to his owne Kingdome, and pro- 
ated tohis Allies by the influence of lis owne 
power and government. That all good courſes 
may be xaken to unite the two Kingdomes of 
Hyland and Scotlard to be mutually ayding 
and aflifting of one: another tor the common 
good of the Ifland, and honour of both. To 
rake; away all difronces amonglt our ſelves 
for'matters indifferent in theit owne nature 
concerning Religion ; and to unite ourſelves 
againſt the common enemnues which are the 
better enabled by our diviſions to deſtroy us 
all; as' they hope and have often endeavoured, 
Tolabour by all oftices of friend(hip to unite 

the forrain Churches with us in the ſame caule, 
androſecke their liberty, ſafety, and proſpe- 
rity,, as bound thereunto both by charity to 
them, and by wiſdome for our owne good.For 
by this meanes our. owne ſtrength ſhall be en- 
arcaled, and by a mutual. concurrence n the 
ame 
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ſame common end, we ſhall be enabled to pro- 
cure the good of the whole body of the Pro- 
tcſtant profeſſion, If theſe things may be ob- 
{crved, wee doubt not but God will crowne 
this Parliament with ſuch ſuccefſe as ſhall be 
the beginning,and foundation of more honour 
and happineſle to his Majeſty, then ever yet 
was enjoyed by any of his Royall Predeceflors. 


